
Good Day Orange School District Families & Staff,

I hope this communication finds you well.  Additionally, I am
hopeful each of you are in great health and spirit. We had
yet another exciting week within the Orange Public School
District. 

As a reminder, continue to visit our district website
www.orange.k12.nj.us.under latest news and information as
well as our social media handles to get the most up to date
district updates. As promised, we will continue to provide
information in real time, so you are always in the know.    

As always, I thank you for your continued support and belief
in our school district. I extend to each of you a great
weekend. 

Educationally yours,
Gerald Fitzhugh, II, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
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MS. LAYTON AND MS. BEAGHEN'S 4TH-GRADE CLASSES AT PARK AVENUE
SCHOOL HAD AN ADVENTURE AT DRUMTHWACKET, THE OFFICIAL GOVERNOR'S

RESIDENCE OF NEW JERSEY. 

STUDENTS AND CHAPERONES VISITED THE MANSION AND DISCUSSED ITS
HISTORY. THEY TOURED THE DRUMTHWACKET DINING ROOM, THE EAST WING

ADDED TO THE RESIDENCE, THE BACK AND WEST WING, SHOWING THE
GOVERNOR'S STUDY, THE LIBRARY AND THE ITALIANATE GARDEN, AND THE

POND WITH THE JUMPING FROGS. 

AFTERWARD, THEY TOOK A NICE WALK AROUND THE PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
CAMPUS BEFORE GETTING BACK ON THE BUS. 

IT WAS AN AMAZING DAY!

PARK AVENUE’S GRADE FOUR STUDENTS VISITED
DRUMTHWACKET
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS STATEWIDE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY FOSTERING A POSITIVE
SCHOOL CLIMATE. THE FUNDAMENTAL WORK BEING DONE TO REDUCE INCIDENCES OF VIOLENCE AND

HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION, AND BULLYING (HIB) WITHIN THE SCHOOLS IS PARAMOUNT AND AIDS IN
PROVIDING STUDENTS A SAFE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THEY ARE ABLE TO ATTAIN ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND

GROW AS INDIVIDUALS. DURING THE WEEK OF RESPECT, SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
BUILD UPON THEIR CURRENT WORK BY DELIVERING AGE-APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTION TO STUDENTS ON THESE

ESSENTIAL TOPICS.

WEEK OF RESPECT – THE ANTI-BULLYING BILL OF RIGHTS ACT (P.L. 2010, C.122) REQUIRES THAT THE WEEK
BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST MONDAY IN OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR BE DESIGNATED AS THE WEEK OF RESPECT

IN NEW JERSEY. IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING AND
CHARACTER EDUCATION, SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE REQUIRED TO OBSERVE THE WEEK BY PROVIDING AGE-

APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTION FOCUSING ON PREVENTING HIB.  

BELOW ARE EXAMPLES OF HOW OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF EMBRACED THE WEEK OF RESPECT! 
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TUTOR ME INITIATIVE: THE ORANGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS PLEASED
TO ANNOUNCE A PARTNERSHIP WITH TUTORME.COM, AN ONLINE
STUDENT TUTORING, HOMEWORK HELP SERVICE, AND WRITING
LAB. TUTORME.COM IS A SECURE ONLINE RESOURCE EASILY
ACCESSIBLE THROUGH CLEVER AND OFFERS ON-DEMAND

ASSISTANCE ON ANY SUBJECT. 

THE FOLLOWING LINK WILL BRING YOU TO THE INFORMATION
PAGE FOR YOU TO GATHER ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

 
HTTPS://WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/CMS/LIB/NJ01000601/CENTRICITY/D

OMAIN/1/TUTORME%20FAMILY%20ANNOUNCEMENT.PDF. 

TUTORME IS IN PLACE FOR STUDENTS ACROSS ALL SUBJECTS
GRADES THREE THROUGH TWELVE. 

SHOULD ANY QUESTIONS ARISE, PLEASE EMAIL
REOPENINGOFSCHOOLS@ORANGE.K12.NJ.US. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/TutorMe%20Family%20Announcement.pdf
mailto:reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us


ALL STUDENTS AND STAFF AT SCHOLARS ACADEMY'S ATTENDANCE MATTERS
KICK-OFF RECEIVED SHIRTS AS AN INCENTIVE TO DECREASE CHRONIC

ABSENTEEISM IN PRESCHOOL.

THIS YEAR'S MESSAGE IS CLEAR: 
"ATTEND TODAY, ACHIEVE TOMORROW. PRESCHOOL MATTERS!"

ATTENDANCE MATTERS IN PRE-KINDERGARTEN
CAMPAIGN  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS IN PRE-KINDERGARTEN
CAMPAIGN  
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THE ORANGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNITY IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR DISTRICTWIDE
VIRTUAL BOOK CLUB. THIS YEAR, WE WILL READ TWO BOOKS, BEGINNING WITH THE INSPIRATIONAL
MEMOIR OF KATHERINE JOHNSON, A STEM PIONEER AND BRILLIANT MATHEMATICIAN WHOSE WORK
WAS PIVOTAL IN NASA'S FIRST FLIGHTS INTO SPACE. HER STORY WILL INSPIRE YOU IN YOUR ROLE
AS A PARENT, TEACHER, OR COMMUNITY MEMBER TO UNDERSTAND THE POWERFUL INFLUENCE WE

EACH HAVE IN ENCOURAGING OUR CHILDREN/STUDENTS TO DREAM AND ACHIEVE.

JOIN US AS WE DISCUSS OUR READING IN THREE SESSIONS FROM 6 PM TO 7:30 PM, ON: 

>WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
 >WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
  >WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

(AUTHOR VISIT & BOOK SIGNING)

THE SESSIONS WILL BE HOSTED BY 
FAITH ALCANTARA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF INNOVATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND 

DALLIS WHITLEY, DISTRICT SCIENCE COACH FOR K – 5.

TO REGISTER, SCAN THE QR CODE ON THE FLYER OR VISIT HTTPS://BIT.LY/3RHLFBT. 

THE FIRST 40 REGISTRANTS WILL RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE BOOK. REGISTER TODAY!

THE ORANGE SCHOOL DISTRICT BOOK CLUB COMMENCESTHE ORANGE SCHOOL DISTRICT BOOK CLUB COMMENCESTHE ORANGE SCHOOL DISTRICT BOOK CLUB COMMENCES
COMMUNITY EVENTS



UPDATE:UPDATE:UPDATE: THE ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL (OHS) THE ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL (OHS) THE ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL (OHS)   
HOMECOMING-SENIOR DAY-"HOMECOMING-SENIOR DAY-"HOMECOMING-SENIOR DAY-"PINK OUTPINK OUTPINK OUT" EVENT" EVENT" EVENT

CANCELLEDCANCELLEDCANCELLED
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR OCTOBER 2023:

 
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR WILL

TAKE PLACE ON 
OCTOBER 17, 24, AND 31, FROM 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 

AT THE ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER, 397 PARK AVENUE.
VISIT ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/DOMAIN/528 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AND EMAIL
PREKINDERGARTENREGISTRATION@ORANGE.K12.NJ.US. 

WITH ANY QUESTIONS.

mailto:prekindergartenregistration@orange.k12.nj.us


MR. JASON BELTON, PRINCIPAL OF ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL
DR. YANCISCA COOKE, PRINCIPAL OF FOREST STREET COMMUNITY SCHOOL
MS. NATASHA COX, PRINCIPAL OF PARK AVENUE SCHOOL 
DR. CAYCE CUMMINS, PRINCIPAL OF JOHN ROBERT LEWIS EARLY CHILDHOOD
CENTER
MR. DANA GAINES, PRINCIPAL OF OAKWOOD COMMUNITY SCHOOL
MS. CARRIE HALSTEAD, PRINCIPAL OF ORANGE PREPARATORY ACADEMY OF
INQUIRY AND INNOVATION
DR. DEBRA JOSEPH-CHARLES, PRINCIPAL OF ROSA PARKS COMMUNITY SCHOOL
MRS. KAREN MACHUCA, PRINCIPAL OF SCHOLARS ACADEMY
MR. DION PATTERSON, PRINCIPAL OF HEYWOOD AVENUE SCHOOL
MR. ROBERT PETTIT, PRINCIPAL OF CLEVELAND STREET SCHOOL
DR. DEVONII REID, PRINCIPAL OF STEM INNOVATION ACADEMY OF THE
ORANGES
DR. ERICA STEWART, PRINCIPAL OF TWILIGHT U
MS. DENISE WHITE, PRINCIPAL OF CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MR. PATRICK YEARWOOD, PRINCIPAL OF LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HAPPY NATIONAL PRINCIPAL’S MONTH!!

CELEBRATED EVERY OCTOBER, NATIONAL PRINCIPALS’ MONTH IS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO CELEBRATE AND HONOR OUR INCREDIBLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS FOR THEIR

VISIONARY LEADERSHIP AND TIRELESS PURSUIT OF SUCCESS FOR EACH STUDENT.
JOIN ME IN THANKING OUR 14 PRINCIPALS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND

TENACITY OF STAFF, STUDENTS, AND FAMILIES!

COMMUNITY EVENTS



THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF OCTOBER, EACH SCHOOL LEVEL
PTO/PTSO MEETING WILL HAVE A SPECIAL ITEM ON THE

AGENDA. 

TITLE ONE ALLOTMENT CONVERSATIONS. PARENTS, YOU ARE
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND TO HEAR MORE ABOUT HOW OUR

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAMS DELINEATED FUNDING TO
IMPROVE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICE AS WELL AS PROVIDING

WELLNESS. 

LOOK OUT FOR THE FLYERS AND MAKE SURE YOU ATTEND. 

PTO/PTSO MEETING FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER:

COMMUNITY EVENTS



WELCOME TO THE FIRST MEETING OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION
PARENTS ADVISORY GROUP FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR.

THE MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023, AT 6 PM, 

AND THE DISCUSSION ITEMS ARE:

> MISSION OF SEPAG
> NEW INITIATIVES
> UPCOMING EVENTS

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD'S CLASSDOJO FOR THE MEETING LINK.
SEE THE FLYER FOR DETAILS. 

REMINDER: 
SEPAC MEETING IS UPCOMING-COME ONE COME ALL

COMMUNITY EVENTS



MEND MARKET RETURNS THIS YEAR:

Pre-School: Click HERE for Pre-Schools.. 
Elementary: Click HERE for Elementary Schools.. 
Middle School: Click HERE for Middle Schools.. 
Orange High School/Twilight: 
Click HERE for Orange High School/Twilight.. 
STEM Innovation Academy of the Oranges: 
Click HERE for STEM Innovation Academy of the Oranges.. 
District Snack Menu: Click HERE for the District Snack Menu..

The following links will allow all families to view the preschool,
elementary, and secondary lunch menus for October 2023.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY LUNCH MENUS FOR OCTOBER 2023

MEND HUNGER RELIEF NETWORK IS SPONSORING A MONTHLY FREE
FARMER'S MARKET AT THE ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (OECC) 

FOR FAMILIES ATTENDING THE OECC ON 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, FROM 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM.

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/PreschoolOctoberMenus.pdf
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/ElementaryOctoberMenus.pdf
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/OPAIIOctoberMenus.pdf
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/OHSOctoberMenus.pdf
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/STEMOctoberMenus.pdf
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01000601/Centricity/Domain/1/SnackOctoberMenu.pdf


AS A REMINDER, UNIFORMS FOR OUR STUDENTS ARE MANDATED DISTRICT
WIDE.  WHEN DRESS DOWN DAYS OCCUR, ALL FAMILIES WILL RECEIVE THE

FOLLOWING:  

DOJO/REMIND MESSAGE, FLYER, AND/OR BLAST SENT BY THE BUILDING
ADMINISTRATION.

CONTINUE TO WORK IN TANDEM WITH THE DISTRICT TO ENSURE THAT YOUR
CHILD IS IN UNIFORM EACH AND EVERY DAY.

WE ARE PROMOTING DRESSING FOR SUCCESS 
AS OUR SCHOLARS ARE DESTINED FOR GREATNESS.

UNIFORM INITIATIVE DISTRICT WIDE:
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DO YOU WISH TO ACCESS YOUR STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE, ACADEMIC
PROGRESS AND MORE IN REAL-TIME?

  
SIGN UP FOR THE GENESIS PARENT PORTAL. 

 
PLEASE VISIT THE DISTRICT WEBPAGE AT WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US 

TO FIND THE GENESIS PARENT PORTAL REGISTRATION FORM LINKS IN
THE ORANGE BOX UNDER ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENESIS PARENT PORTAL
SIGN UP SUPPORT
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EACH YEAR, YOUR CHILD PARTICIPATES IN A NUMBER OF ASSESSMENTS THAT
ARE EITHER MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
(NJDOE) OR ARE ADMINISTERED BY OUR SCHOOL DISTRICT IN ORDER TO

ASSIST US IN DETERMINING INDIVIDUAL STUDENT EDUCATIONAL LEVELS AS
WELL AS DETERMINING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF.

 
EACH OF THESE ASSESSMENTS ASSISTS US IN DEVELOPING INSTRUCTIONAL
PRACTICES THAT MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR STUDENTS BASED ON THE DATA
COLLECTED. ONE ASSESSMENT MEASURE CANNOT DETERMINE A STUDENT’S

ACADEMIC TRAJECTORY, HOWEVER.  THESE ASSESSMENTS ALSO ASSIST US IN
REVISING OUR CURRICULUM YEARLY. PLEASE VIEW THE ASSESSMENT CALENDAR

IN THE EFFORT OF KNOWING HOW WE ARE ASSESSING YOUR CHILDREN.

HTTPS://WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/PAGE/33077. 

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT CALENDAR
COMMUNITY EVENTS



SCHOOL YEAR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES FOR STAFF AND
STUDENTS SY 2023-2024:

S C H O O L  L E V E L
A R R I V A L  T I M E  F O R

S T U D E N T S
A R R I V A L  T I M E  F O R

S T A F F   
E N D  T I M E  F O R

S T U D E N T S   
E N D  T I M E  F O R

S T A F F   

E l e m e n t a r y  L e v e l  
( I n c l u d i n g  P r e -
K i n d e r g a r t e n )

8 : 3 0  A M 8 : 2 0  A M 3 : 0 0  P M 3 : 1 0  P M

O r a n g e  H i g h  S c h o o l  8 : 2 0  A M 8 : 0 5  A M 2 : 4 0  P M  2 : 5 5  P M  

O r a n g e  P r e p a r a t o r y
A c a d e m y  o f  I n q u i r y  a n d

I n n o v a t i o n  
8 : 2 5  A M 8 : 2 0  A M 2 : 5 0  P M  2 : 5 5  P M

S T E M  I n n o v a t i o n  A c a d e m y
o f  t h e  O r a n g e s  8 : 2 0  A M 8 : 1 5  A M

M o n d a y s  
2 : 2 0  P M  

f o r  
T e a c h e r

P r o f e s s i o n a l
D e v e l o p m e n t

T u e s  –  F r i  
3 : 3 0  P M

4 P M *

* i n c l u d e s
s t i p e n d

T w i l i g h t  P r o g r a m  
3 : 3 0  P M *

* 3 : 0 0  P M  -
L u n c h

3 : 0 0  P M 7 : 3 0  P M 7 : 3 0  P M

As a reminder, the following chart outlines the school start and end times for this school year.  
As shared in June and August 2022, these times were presented via letter as well at board of education meetings.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS

SCHOOL CALENDARS ARE NOW POSTED FOR OCTOBER 2023
Each district school shared a monthly calendar of events and activities with families this week; including
School Spirit Days, Picture Days, and Professional Development to name a few. See the October calendars
on each school posted on social media as well as each school’s website.  Please find the following as
samples: 



DISTRICT CALENDAR
FAMILIES AND STAFF, AS YOU PLAN YOUR DAYS AND WEEKS,

THE FOLLOWING LINK
(HTTPS://WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/PAGE/31659.)

 
TO THE DISTRICT CALENDAR APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF

EDUCATION IN FEBRUARY 2023. 

THE CALENDAR CAN ASSIST YOU BY KNOWING ALL DAYS IN
SESSION AND OFF SESSION. SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS, YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO EMAIL
REOPENINGOFSCHOOLS@ORANGE.K12.NJ.US. 

THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR, THE
REOPENINGOFSCHOOLS@ORANGE.K12.NJ.US 

EMAIL HAS REMAINED INTACT IN ORDER TO ANSWER
QUESTIONS THAT YOU MAY HAVE DURING THIS UNIQUE

EXPERIENCE. WHILE EMAIL RESPONSES ARE OFTEN RETURNED
WITHIN HOURS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE ALLOW 24-48 HOURS
FOR AN EMAIL RESPONSE. THE DISTRICT WANTS YOU TO

HEAR FROM US WITH ANY AND ALL QUESTIONS THAT YOU
HAVE. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO KEEPING STAFF AND

FAMILIES INFORMED, PARTICULARLY DURING THESE TIMES.

PLEASE FIND THE DISTRICT CALENDAR FOR SY 23-24 USING
THE FOLLOWING LINK: 

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/32723.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/31659
mailto:reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us
mailto:reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/32723


THE BOARD OF EDUCATION VOTED TO CHANGE THEIR MONTHLY MEETINGS FROM 
TUESDAY TO WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING. 

KINDLY REVIEW THE NEW DATES FOR SY 23-24. 

2023 BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS MEETING SCHEDULE:

Wednesday, November 8, 2023
Wednesday, December 13, 2023

 
UPCOMING COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETINGS (PUBLIC)
ORANGE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING

 Wednesday, November 1, 2023, at 4:00p.m., 
Live Streamed on COMCAST channel 36 
and on the District’s Facebook Page.

  
ORANGE BOARD EDUCATION PUBLIC BOARD MEETING

    Wednesday, November 8, 2023, at 7:30p.m., held at OPA-II, 
    400 Central Avenue, Orange, NJ, 07050. 

    Will Recess until 6:45pm, but no later than 7:30pm.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DISTRICT GOALS AND THE STRATEGIC PLAN REMINDERS
As we continue to Move into Greatness, I want our families and staff to

continue to engage with the strategic plan and district goals. 

THE FOLLOWING LINK IS FOR THE DISTRICT GOALS: 
HTTPS://WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/PAGE/30018. 

THE FOLLOWING LINK IS FOR THE STRATEGIC PLAN:
HTTPS://WWW.ORANGE.K12.NJ.US/DOMAIN/3344.

BOARD MEETING DATES & REMINDERS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/30018
https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/domain/3344

